
 

 

11 Things to Know about Health Insurance Reform 

By Lee Harrison, Chairman, Berkshire Brigades, the County Democratic Organization 

In 1912, Teddy Roosevelt proposed universal health care for Americans.  Now, nearly a century 
later, and despite the Republican Party’s scorched-earth scare tactics – death panels, etc. – 
President Obama signed the bill into law last Tuesday.   

Of course, there is still work to do to create real universal and affordable health care in this 
country, but this law represents a tectonic shift in both our national politics and our daily lives.  
Here are the first 10 benefits you should know about: 

1.  Once reform is fully implemented, more than 95% of Americans will have health insurance 
coverage, including 32 million who are currently uninsured. 

2.  Health insurance companies will no longer be allowed to deny people coverage because of 
preexisting conditions – or to drop coverage when people become sick. 

3.  Just like members of Congress, individuals and small businesses that can’t afford to purchase 
insurance on their own will be able to pool together and choose from a variety of competing 
plans with lower premiums. 

4.  Reform will cut the federal budget deficit by $138 billion over the next ten years, and a 
whopping $1.2 trillion in the following 10 years. 

5.  Health care will be more affordable for families and small businesses thanks to new tax 
credits, subsidies, and other assistance – paid for largely by taxing insurance companies, drug 
companies, and the very wealthiest Americans. 

6.  Seniors on Medicare will pay less for their prescription drugs because the legislation closes 
the “donut hole” gap in existing coverage.  Until now, once Medicare beneficiaries exceeded the 
prescription drug coverage limit, they were financially responsible for the entire cost of 
prescription drugs until expenses reached the catastrophic coverage threshold. 

7.  By reducing health care costs for employers, reform will create or save more than 2.5 million 
jobs over the next decade. 

8.  Medicaid will be expanded to offer health insurance coverage to an additional 16 million low-
income people. 



 

9.  Instead of losing coverage after they leave home or graduate from college, young adults will 
be able to remain on their families’ insurance plans until age 26. 

10.  Community health centers would receive an additional $11 billion, doubling the number of 
patients who can be treated regardless of their insurance or ability to pay. 

In sum, if you’ve ever had to do battle with an insurance company over coverage, if you’ve gone 
without health care because you didn’t have coverage and couldn’t afford to pay for treatment, if 
you have recent graduates living at home because they can’t find work, if you’re an employer 
struggling to pay for health coverage for your workers, this new law will help you.   

But as we all know, getting it passed wasn’t easy.  In fact, as Wellington said after defeating 
Napoleon at Waterloo, “It was a damned near run thing!”  Of course, a modern-day Waterloo is 
what the Republicans wanted.  As Republican Sen. Jim DeMint said, “If we’re able to stop 
Obama on this, it will be his Waterloo. It will break him.”   

And that’s the eleventh point.  Republican opposition had nothing to do with helping working 
people get a fair shake from their insurers or relieving the burdens on small businesses; it was all 
about raw political power.  That is, in a desperate attempt to save their dying party, Republicans 
sought to obstruct the President from effecting the kind of real change that Americans voted for 
in November 2008.  The proof of the pudding is the simple fact that, once again, not a single 
Republican broke ranks to vote for the bill. 

Indeed, former Republican House speaker Newt Gingrich warned that Obama and the Democrats 
would regret their decision to push for comprehensive reform.  He said: “They will have 
destroyed their party much as Lyndon Johnson shattered the Democratic Party for 40 years with 
the enactment of civil rights legislation.”  

I guess Mr. Gingrich doesn’t think much of the Civil Rights Act or, for that matter, standing up 
for what is right over the politically expedient.  I guess he also forgot that, in contrast to last 
Sunday’s vote on health insurance reform, 136 Republicans (80% of House Republicans) 
actually voted for the landmark 1964 Civil Rights Act.    

So, if passage of this health insurance reform bill has taught us anything, it is how to get things 
done in a Congress where one party, the Know-Nothing/No, Nothing Republican party, stands 
against progress at every turn.  Truly, Democrats, our destiny is in our own hands.  Yes we can! 
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