
 

 

The Lioness of the Senate 

By Lee Harrison, Chairman, Berkshire Brigades, the countywide Democratic organization 

I was watching in 1962, when President Kennedy’s youngest brother Ted debated Ed 
McCormack for the Democratic nomination for Senator and launched his incomparable Senate 
career.  Forty-six years later I was also watching when Ted told the Democratic National 
Convention that, “I have come here tonight to stand with you to change America, to restore its 
future, to rise to our best ideals, and to elect Barack Obama president of the United States.”  
This, said Kennedy, “is a season of hope – new hope for justice and fair prosperity for the many, 
and not just for the few.”   

Four years later, Massachusetts – and the country – sorely miss the man who came to be known 
as “Lion of the Senate” for his vision, his commitment to progressive ideals, and his leadership 
on a host of vital issues.  In his friend Bob Shrum’s words, “he became one of the greatest 
Senators of all time and the greatest of his time …. responsible for more progress than many 
Presidents.”   

Yes, Ted was a proud liberal in the tradition of FDR, championing interventionist government 
that works for economic and social justice.  Yet somehow he found a way to work with 
Republicans to find compromises that most thought unachievable.  The result:  More than 300 
bills that Kennedy wrote actually became law.   

Now consider Scott Brown, who has neither his predecessor’s leadership ability nor his concern 
for working Americans – and no visible record of accomplishment.  Instead, after three years in 
office, during which his obeisance to Tea Party Republicans like Mitch McConnell and Ron Paul 
earned him the title “Kentucky’s Third Senator,” Brown is now aggressively adjusting his voting 
pattern to obscure those Tea Party ties – as well as his record of voting for Wall Street and 
against Main Street.   

By contrast, Elizabeth Warren, our presumptive Democratic Senatorial candidate, not only 
envisioned – but also was the prime mover in creating – an entirely new branch of government, 
the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, which is dedicated to protecting consumers from the 
kind of predatory banking practices that led us into the Great Recession.  Imagine what she will 
accomplish in office!  Without question, Ms. Warren has the intellect and the drive to pick up 
Ted’s banner and become the “Lioness of the Senate.” 

Like Ted, Ms. Warren is a champion of social and economic justice, and her YouTube 
dissertation on the topic went viral because in two minutes she not only captured the essence of 
social and economic justice but also of what made America great.  The video begins with Warren 
taking on conservatives who characterize calls for economic justice as “class warfare.”   

“No.  There is nobody in this country who got rich on his own – nobody,” she said.  “You built a 
factory out there?  Good for you.  But I want to be clear.  You moved your goods to market on 



 

the roads the rest of us paid for.  You hired workers the rest of us paid to educate.  You were safe 
in your factory because of police-forces and fire-forces that the rest of us paid for.  You didn't 
have to worry that marauding bands would come and seize everything at your factory – and hire 
someone to protect against this – because of the work the rest of us did.” 

Then she concludes with her masterstroke:  “Now look, you built a factory and it turned into 
something terrific, or a great idea.  God bless – keep a big hunk of it.  But part of the underlying 
social contract is, you take a chunk of that and pay forward for the next kid who comes along.”   

Has anyone said it better?  She knows America is a house divided:  The 99% vs. the top 1%.  
Average Americans are working harder for less than they did two generations ago, while the top 
1% is buying luxury yachts and jewelry at Tiffany’s.  And unlike Scott Brown, she knows 
America cannot shrink its way to prosperity.  “We need to put people to work,” she says on her 
website, “ by rebuilding our nation’s infrastructure.” 

As recent polls suggest, her message is beginning to resonate, and if Democrats work for her as 
they worked for Ted, I fully expect to be watching TV again this November when the future 
“Lioness of the Senate” declares victory. 
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