
 

 

Panic on the Right 

By Lee Harrison, Chairman, Berkshire Brigades, the countywide Democratic organization 

Last week, with nothing substantive to say on this or any other issue, the former Party of Lincoln 
loosed its brownshirts to shout down Senators and Congressmen who have the temerity to hold 
town meetings to discuss health care reform.  The victims of this GOP-orchestrated campaign of 
intimidation, disruption, and misrepresentation included Mass. Congressmen Jim McGovern and 
Ritchie Neal, but they weren’t the only ones subjected Republican thuggery around the country, 
and it continues even now.   

This spectacle of government officials and their constituents being bullied by Republican thugs 
and subjected to outright misrepresentations of the facts by people who know better is scarily 
reminiscent of the 1930s – at least one Congressman’s life has been threatened – and it should 
send shivers down our collective spines.   

And make no mistake, “The Republican party’s fingerprints are all over this,” says former Labor 
Secretary Bob Reich.  Groups like Americans for Prosperity and FreedomWorks, which is 
chaired by former GOP Congressman Dick Armey, are working overtime to kill health care 
reform.  Indeed, notes Reich, Texas Republican Congressman Pete Sessions, who chairs the 
National Republican Campaign Committee, stated recently that the days of civil town halls are 
“now over.” 

While Berkshire Brigades believes the best response is to organize and educate our citizens about 
these issues, we first have to understand why it’s happening.   

No matter what the Right Wing Noise Machine claims, all this is not really about passage of 
health care reform, although that would be a game-changer.  It’s really about power.  The 
Republican Party – which is hostage to and crippled by its Southern regional base – has lost it 
and is panicking because, like Social Security and Medicare before it, passage of real universal, 
affordable health insurance could ensure public support for Democrats for the foreseeable future. 

Fearing complete collapse and irrelevancy if Congress passes serious health care reform, 
Republicans have turned to thuggery and fabrications in a desperate attempt to save themselves, 
even if they take our democracy down with it.   

Given this scorched earth policy, it was somewhat surprising that Ohio Republican Sen. John 
Voinovich recently, if belatedly, spoke up. “We got too many Jim DeMints and Tom Coburns,” 
he said, referring to senators from South Carolina and Oklahoma, respectively.   

Curiously, it was Teddy Roosevelt, originally a Republican but running as a Progressive, who 
introduced the idea of universal health care in 1912.  But almost a century later –with the world’s 
highest costs but without the worlds’ best health care, with individuals having to do combat with 
their insurance companies to cover necessary procedures, and with major industrial companies 



 

 

claiming that health insurance costs cripple them competitively – conservatives in the U.S. 
House and Senate continue to deny reality and assert that everyone will live happy and healthy 
ever after if only we continue to entrust our health care to the marketplace.   

Of course, as New York Times columnist Paul Krugman notes, there are, “no examples of 
successful health care based on the principles of the free market, for one simple reason: in health 
care, the free market just doesn’t work.” 

Republican leaders, of course, never let facts get in the way of their beautiful theories.  They are 
the same conservatives, mind you, who brought us trickle-down economics and continue to deny 
global warming. 

In the face of overwhelming evidence these same people even deny the success and popularity of 
medical services provided through Medicare and the Veterans Administration.  So, it’s really no 
surprise that they refuse to back the public option, a government-run insurance program akin to 
Medicare that would provide people an alternative to private insurance and thus provide a badly 
needed check on abuse by private insurers.  

And clearly, without a public option health care reform will be a fraud:  The health care industry 
– insurers, providers, and Big Pharma – will be gaming the system again in very short order.  
And a complicated system now being discussed – instead of a public option – that employs a 
crazy-quilt of regional co-ops is just that, crazy.  Why not just expand eligibility requirements for 
Medicare?  But I digress. 

The simple fact is, whether they act through thugs at town halls, fearmongers on radio and TV, 
or more politely on the Senate floor, the Republicans are franticly trying to save themselves by 
killing health care reform outright or by enabling a neutered program.  The public be damned. 

So, forget bipartisanship, Mr. President. Republicans are not looking to compromise.  They are 
looking to make you a one-term President.   
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